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As one of Lady Gaga’s veteran dancers, Montana Efaw was gearing up for a jam-
packed performance season this past spring: She was scheduled to perform at Coachella 
with Gaga, return to the pop star’s Enigma residency in Las Vegas, and start rehearsals for 
The Chromatica Ball tour with long-time Gaga choreographer Richy Jackson. But with social 
distancing in full effect, Efaw’s plans changed. During this new normal, Dance Spirit spoke to 
Efaw to learn what over 10 years of dancing with Lady Gaga has been like, and what to 
expect from her upcoming tour. As of publication, Gaga’s Chromatica Ball is set to kick off 
July 24 in Paris, France, and will make its way to the U.S. in August, with stops in Boston, 
MA, Chicago, IL, and East Rutherford, NJ. —Natalie Zisa

Dance Spirit: What’s the most  
challenging part of Lady Gaga’s work?
Montana Efaw: If I’m on tour or dancing 
with an artist, I always say, “Put me to 
use.” So, it’s a blessing and a curse that 
we’re dancing the show top to bottom. If 
it’s a two-hour show, we’re dancing for an 
hour and 40 minutes. Luckily, when you 
get to do those songs with live drums and 
live guitar, it helps push you through. 

DS: What can we expect from the 
Chromatica Ball tour?
ME: Unfortunately, COVID-19 has delayed 
our rehearsal process, as well as the 
release of Gaga’s new album. But the 
music video for “Stupid Love,” the first 
single she released from the album, might 
be a little taste into Chromatica’s world. It 
has a futuristic vibe, and is very dance-
pop, almost like her earlier albums.

DS: And what are you most excited for?
ME: The large scale! Performing in a 
stadium is so different from an arena. 
Every performance is our own mini Super 
Bowl. 

DS: What’s your favorite part of 
dancing for Gaga?
ME: She goes all out when it comes to her 
vision and her creativity, and I love that the 
dancers are always involved in bringing 
that to life. Each of us has our own story to 
tell. We are a bag of Skittles, which speaks 
to her out-of-the-box brand. 

As we’ve all experienced firsthand 
during the coronavirus pandemic, online academic 
courses can’t completely replicate a classroom environ-
ment. They do, however, provide much-needed flexibil-
ity for dancers looking to up their training and perfor-
mance ante. With that in mind, Independent Artist 

Entertainment (IAE) and Kalison Studios Education 
(KSE) have partnered with ICL Academy (an online af-
filiate of the NYC-based Dwight School) to launch a vir-
tual school for emerging artists, including dancers.

The IAE Academy, for students in grades 7–12, aims 
to provide a learning experience tailored to the de-
mands of a training, auditioning, or working dancer. 
Online academic courses will include the basics—
English, mathematics, science, social studies—as well 
as career-specific electives, like performance psychol-
ogy and entrepreneurship. Alongside virtual learning, 
the Academy will partner with a network of local stu-
dios to allow dancers to receive tailored career support 
and in-person performance training. Thinking about 
giving this new learning model a try? The first dead-
line to enroll in the inaugural fall semester is June 30. 
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From livestreamed conventions to virtual competitions, the past few months have truly demonstrated the dance 
industry’s “show must go on” mentality. As summer approaches, and the effects of COVID-19 continue to ripple across 
the dance world, most regional competitions and conventions have been postponed, extending 2020’s competition and 
convention season into the fall.  

As this issue goes to press, many competitions have already announced new dates between June and August for 
their postponed regional events, including KAR, Starbound, and Headliners. Some competitions, like Showstopper, plan 
to hold regional events as late as October in order to accommodate as many postponed cities as possible. Plenty of 
conventions rescheduled at least some of their March and April dates, too, including Adrenaline, Groove, and Hollywood 
Vibe. And most National competitions are still slated to run as planned, including Starpower, The Dance Awards, and 
NYCDA. Many competitions are also offering automatic registration for any of their National finals, without requiring 
participants to qualify at a regional competition.

Head to dancespirit.com for our full roundup of competition and convention postponements. We’ll be 
updating it throughout the summer as social-distancing measures continue to evolve. —Lauren Doyle
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Competitions and conventions reschedule and adapt.
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(Here and below) Montana Efaw in Lady 
Gaga’s Enigma residency in Las Vegas
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HAVING TROUBLE #SOCIALDISDANCING? 
Enter for a chance to win a Harlequin Practice Mat. It’s perfect for practicing 
pointework, petit allégro, or popping and locking outside the studio—lay it 
down on any hard surface at home, and you’re good to go. Visit  
dancespirit.com/giveaways to enter. 

WIN 
IT!
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