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The Truth About Working At A College Town Bar

JUNE 12 by

Katelyn Megan, a senior at UMass, knows firsthand what it’s like to be the sober person in
a bar full of intoxicated people. As a bartender at LIT in Amherst, Massachusetts, she's
working when most of the people her age are out drinking. One of the many bars in a
college town, LIT currently employs 15 bartenders, all which are college students. Of the
15, 5 are guys and the rest are girls. Katelyn previously worked as a waitress and both her
father and brother were bartenders, so she knew what to expect when she began working
long hours and cleaning up after drunk college students. Katelyn shares with the Lala her

pet peeves, if it's cool to drink on the job, and more.

On the long hours: As an athlete on the field hockey team at UMass, Katelyn says it's the
only job whose hours fit into her schedule. But that cleaning up after closing is the

absolute worst part of the shift. Katelyn says that clean up takes at least 2 hours and she
usually doesn’t get home until 3 in the morning. The girls are also required to wear heels

which makes being on her feet for 6 hours much more painful. Katelyn still puts school

first and her boss is understanding in giving her a night off if she has a game or a test the

next day.

“My management is extremely caring about their employees. While they let us know that
we're replaceable, they do everything they can to accommodate our needs and
understand that we'e just college students trying to make money and that we still want

to have a good time.
‘When asked what the protocol was for drinking on the job, Katelyn prefers not to.

“If someone offers to buy me a drink, I normally say they shouldn’t waste their money on
me and suggest another person they can buy a drink for. But when my friends come into
the bar and they want me to have a beer with them, | don't see a problem in this because I

know my limits and understand that I'm at my job.”

When friends come into the bar, Katelyn admits she gets a bit distracted because she
would rather stay and talk to them, which diverts her attention away from other

customers. But if anything, having her friends there only makes the night better.

“I believe that when my friends come and we're loud and happy with each other that it
only adds to the good vibes that are supposed to be at a bar. Also, knowing people that
come into the bar makes me look good in front of my boss. Every bar owners wants his

bartenders to attract more customers.”

Her view on the college drinking culture:
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Now that Katelyn has been able to view the from a different
perspective, she says, “I believe the house and frat parties that people go to before theyre
old enough for the bars say a lot more about the college drinking culture than the bars do.
People get crazier at those things. But seeing how often certain people go to my bar

makes me ask myself, “how are these broke college kids affording all of this alcohol?”
Flirting, free drinks, and being a female bartender:

“T actually find that girls are more likely to wait for the male bartenders to serve them so
L4 they can flirt whereas the guys at the bar will just go to whoever can get them a drink

faster. A lot of my co-workers actually use their flirtation abilities to get more tips, which I
® appreciate because we pool our tips. There is the occasional stud who thinks he'll score a

free beer flirting with one of the female bartenders, but they quickly learn that this will

never happen. | personally don't take flirting very well. Alcohol makes people do and say

[
stupid stuff, and to me that’s not worthy of a smile”
Her pet peeves: FOLLOW US
“I find it annoying when people ask for free drinks or they say the drink doesn't taste like
there’s alcohol in it. The BuzzFeed video called ooo e
actually sums it up pretty nicely”
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If people do ask her to make the drink stronger, she obliges, but over the years she's
learned tricks of the trade. She's learned to put a little alcohol on the straw so the first
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few sips taste strong. ' o )
Her worst night: — L L
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From underage kids sneaking in to guys starting fights with each other (which happens on .
v - Your email address
a weekly basis), Katelyn has experienced her fair share of drama. She recalls one night
when underage students managed to sneak in to the bar, even though fake IDs are not
@ easily accepted at LIT. That same night, the ABC (Alcoholic Beverage Control) happened to
be checking the bar for underage drinking and questioned the students, as well as Katelyn
=} because she was found serving them.
“The cop gave me a speech about how it would be my fault if they died. But we have
bodyguards at the door so I assume everyone inside is 21" adds Katelyn.
Best part of the job:
Another pro to the gig is the social aspect. Katelyn likes being in an outgoing environment
that involves dancing and music, where she gets to experience the nightlife but makes
money, instead of spending it. Plus, being the sober one in a drunk atmosphere means she
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sees everything.
“You will never believe the things you see as a bartender.”
Overall, being a bartender has been a good experience for Katelyn.
v Your email address
“It has introduced me to new people and allowed me to become more outgoing and
friendly in a place where a lot of people are guarded.”
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